The general part of the experimental section [1] has been presented elsewhere. To a stirred solution of sodium hydroxide (20 eq.) in distilled water (4 ml) was addded stannous chloride (1.5 eq.) in distilled water (10 ml), A suspension of (Z)-5-Phenyl-2-penten-2-ylmercury bromide (2 mmol) in water (10 ml) and ethanol (10 ml) was then added over 1 hour, and the mixture was stirred at room temperature overnight, diluted with water (50 ml) and extracted with ether (3x40 ml). The combined ether extracts were dried (Na 2 SO 4 ), filtered and evaporated under reduced pressure. Kugelrohr distillation gave the title compound in 85% yield. B.p. 200°/0.1 mmHg.
